Introduction of Prof. Jonathan D Jansen

Judge Faan Hancke, Chairperson of the UFS Council

Jonathan David Jansen was born at Montagu and raised on the Cape Flats. He spent his childhood in a council house on the corner of Tenth Avenue, Retreat. Like most children, he went to school because that’s what (almost) everyone did, and there certainly was no long-term thinking about careers. However, a school friend motivated him to study and to go to university. He struggled through university, doing better the longer he stayed, and then became a high school Biology teacher – the proudest moment of his life.
Prof. Jansen achieved his undergraduate education at the University of the Western Cape (BSc), his teaching credentials at UNISA (HED, BEd) and his postgraduate qualifications in the USA (MS, Cornell; and PhD, Stanford). 

 

He is regarded as one of the most active researchers in the field of education and has been awarded major research grants to pursue his scholarship. His contributions are termed by former colleagues using words such as “state-of-the-art”, “pioneering” and “ground-breaking”. 

Prof. Jansen is an Honorary Professor of Education at the University of the Witwatersrand and was until recently Visiting Fellow at the National Research Foundation. He is a Fulbright Scholar to Stanford University (2007-2008), former Dean of Education at the University of Pretoria (2001-2007), and Honorary Doctor of Education from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 

The frequent appearance of his research in top-flight academic journals attests to the establishment of Prof. Jansen among his peers in the international community of scholars. Such recognition is further reflected in his appointments to international editorial and advisory boards of the leading journals in his field. He recently served on the boards of bodies such as the Centre for the Study of the Internationalization of Curriculum Studies, University of British Columbia; the International Commission on the Child of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (Washington DC, USA); and as a Member of the General Assembly, International Association for the Advancement of Curriculum, amongst others. 

Prof. Jansen's early and especially recent publications, such as the processes of knowledge transmission in divided communities, are widely regarded as landmark contributions in the social sciences.

His most recent books are Knowledge in the Blood and he has co-authored Diversity High: Class, Color, Character and Culture in a South African High School. In these and related works he examines how education leaders balance the dual imperatives of reparation and reconciliation in their leadership practice.

 Prof. Jansen has also made extensive contributions to research capacity building through the training of master’s and doctoral students, and the preparation of the next generation of scholars. For this he won a competitive award for research training from the National Science and Technology Forum. 

His role as leader, author and intellectual has taken on a much broader social meaning within public life. His courageous research and bold thinking open up dialogue and debate on difficult topics in education and society.

He is President of the South African Institute of Race Relations and serves as Vice-President of the South African Academy of Science. In the Academy he leads an international team on the role of the South African PhD in the global knowledge economy and co-leads another investigation on the future of the Humanities in South Africa. 

He has served as international consultant to UNESCO, the World Bank, and the European Union, and for agencies of the governments of Namibia, Zimbabwe, Sweden, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK and the USA. He has served as national consultant to SAQA, the CHE, HESA, the HSRC, SAMDI (now PALAMA), and the NRF. He has also worked closely with embassies of various countries represented in Pretoria, especially the Latin American representatives. 

He once chaired Ministerial Committees on Further Education and Training and on School Evaluation and Teacher Appraisal, both appointments made by then Minister of Education, Ms Naledi Pandor. In addition he has advised provincial governments on school change. He works closely with the business community on matters of education and training and is a non-executive director of ADvTech, a major provider of private education in South Africa. 

Prof. Jansen is compassionate and spontaneous in his giving, especially towards those less fortunate. This is evident is his most recent project to raise funds to take the Grade 7 learners of Sullivan Primary School in Steenberg – where he went to school as a six-year-old boy – on a journey to Bloemfontein, Johannesburg and Pretoria where they were exposed to the cultural, academic, sporting and financial centres of the country.

Since Prof. Jansen took up office in July 2009 he threw himself into an intensive campaign of campus conversations to get into the heart of the institution. These conversations have taken him across the campus to appointments with faculties, departments, residences and other groups. He has already met and addressed over 5 000 students and has visited most of the residences on the Main Campus where he spends time listening to students and sharing his ideas and vision for our university with them. 

It is an exceptional honour for the University of the Free State to have this extraordinary scholar, author, researcher, teacher, intellectual and humanist as our leader.

It is an honour for us to listen to you, learn from you and be guided by you.

To Grace, Mikhail and Sara-Jane, welcome to our university, to Bloemfontein and to the Free State Province. 

 

Prof Jansen, the way you have captured the imagination of this university community has already earned you the respect and admiration of our staff, students, parents and other stakeholders of the university. 

We welcome you, and invite you to present the Inaugural Lecture.

